Building Powerful Relationships is the second secret for a successful transition to college.  By focusing on relationships you will build a support network capable or allowing you to flourish, and you’ll also be in a better position to support those around you. 

Here are some tips for creating powerful relationships: 
· Take time to thank your parents and keep them close in the loop.  Your parents are your primary financial supporters.  They have also been through this stage of life before and have valuable information.   Understand that college is also a natural time for your relationship to drastically shift, and be prepared for that shift by being as clear as you can about the ideal relationship you want.  Then express your ideal vision to your parents!  
· Ask at least two professors and one dean to become a mentor.  By far the biggest gap I find when working with college students is a lack of contact and connection with professors and leadership of the University.  Most professors will welcome you questions and freely offer their support.  They like to help people,  They’ll feel honored that you asked them to mentor you. 
· Make lifelong friends among your peers and reach out to as many people as possible.  College is a rich time to make lifelong connections, and with social networking tools like Facebook, it’s even easier to stay in contact.  
One final point: focusing on relationships is not a one-time deal.  Relationships take work.  But I’m sure, on just a little reflection, it becomes crystal clear that relationships are the most important one thing in your life.  Treat them as such, and you’ll see a network arise around capable of supporting your journey and cheering on your success
