MCAT: preparing, taking, beating

MCAT Essentials Guide:
Prove you have read this at time of registration
http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/mcatessentials.pdf

When to register:
At least 60 days prior to test date, test in January-May
You will want to take the exam the year in which you will apply for medical school, so that, for example, if you are applying in 2010 for entrance to medical school in 2011, you should take the exam in 2010. (Medical schools will, however, accept scores dating back two or three years. In the event you have taken the exam previously, we recommend that you check the application policies of each school in which you are interested.) You may take the exam up to three times in one calendar year, COST: $230
The AAMC Fee Assistance Program (FAP) aids individuals with extreme financial limitations who otherwise could not take the exam. The program reduces the regular testing fee for eligible individuals from $230 to $85. 

Please be aware that you must receive a final FAP approval before you register. Visit www.aamc.org/students/applying/fap for complete information on the FAP, including eligibility, the application process, and associated deadlines. 

NOTE: FAP eligibility decisions are tied directly to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ poverty-level guidelines. For the 2010 calendar year, applicants whose total family income is 300 percent or less of the poverty level for their family size are eligible for fee assistance.
When to Take the MCAT Test
The exam is offered twice a year, on Saturdays, in April and August. This year, it is offered on April 20 and August 17. Do yourself a big favor and avoid the $50 late fee by registering for the exam by the early deadline.

	Exam Date
	Postmark Date or Online Registration Date

	April 20
	March 15

	August 17
	July 12


April v. August
We recommend taking the exam in April for the following reasons:

· You to retake the exam in August if your score is low. 

· You can complete your application sooner. 

Practice Tests: $35 each

Order Practice Tests:
http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/preparing/orderingpracticetests.htm

A free practice test is available online at www.e-mcat.com 


http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/medical/books.asp  BOOKS BUY these
Study Plan: a lot to download

http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/preparing/creatingstudyplan.htm
Order this book for the study plan
https://services.aamc.org/publications/index.cfm?fuseaction=Product.displayForm&prd_id=255

another study plan
http://forums.studentdoctor.net/showthread.php?p=8092168#post8092168
Another download

http://www.futuredoctor.net/MCAT.shtml
Consultants
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/medical/
http://www.naahp.org/advisors.htm
http://www.mcat45.com/
Actual MCAT Plan
1. Go over topic list at aamc.org study plan

2. buy the following books and use in this order:

https://services.aamc.org/publications/index.cfm?fuseaction=Product.displayForm&prd_id=255 (official MCAT pub)

Exam Crackers Subjects

http://www.amazon.com/MCAT-Verbal-Reasoning-Mastery-Comprehension/dp/0981672108 the best reading comp book
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0978463889/admissionsconsul (Gold Standard)


read http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/mcatessentials.pdf proves you have read it prior to registration
6. January 2011 take practice tests $35 each, https://services.aamc.org/publications/index.cfm?fuseaction=Product.displayForm&prd_id=255 (buy these)
http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/preparing/orderingpracticetests.htm (buy these)


A free practice test is available online at www.e-mcat.com 

http://www.testpreppractice.net/MCAT/Reading-Comprehension-MCAT-Practice-Tests.aspx  FREE tests

try to register for exam http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/reserving/start.htm
